DAY 5: THE GENDER SYSTEM & PROFESSIONS

Week 1: Foundations & Architecture « Target Time: 3.5 Hours

PHASE 1: INPUT & ACQUISITION (1.5 HOURS)

Deutsche Welle (Nicos Weg) Instructions

Today introduces one of the most critical structural concepts in German: Noun Genders and Definite

Articles. Complete:

1. Episode 11: Arbeit und Beruf (Introduction to stating what you do for a living).

2. Episode 12: Was sind Sie von Beruf? (Practicing the formal inquiries regarding jobs).

3. Episode 13: Der Arbeitsplatz (Vocabulary focus on workplaces and the introduction of der/die/das).

Protocol: Pay strict attention to how professions change based on whether a man or a woman is being

discussed.

PHASE 2: VOCABULARY MASTERY (1.0 HOUR)

Core Word List (Professions & Workplaces)

Upload these into your Anki deck. The medical and IT terms will serve as highly relevant foundational

blocks for your future projects.

German Term

der Beruf, -e

der Arzt / die Arztin

der Chirurg / die Chirurgin

der Informatiker / die
Informatikerin

der Student / die Studentin

das Krankenhaus, -er (mit Umlaut)
die Klinik, -en

das Buro, -s

arbeiten

studieren

English Equivalent
the profession / job
the doctor (m/f)

the surgeon (m/f)

the IT specialist (m/f)

the university student (m/f)
the hospital

the clinic

the office

to work

to study (at university)

Classification / Context
Noun (Masculine)
Noun (Medical)

Noun (Medical)

Noun (Tech)

Noun

Noun (Neuter)
Noun (Feminine)
Noun (Neuter)
Verb (Regular)

Verb (Regular)



German Term English Equivalent Classification / Context
als as Preposition (e.g., I work as...)

bei at / for (a company) Preposition

PHASE 3: ACTIVE OUTPUT & GRAMMAR DRILLS (1.0 HOUR)

Grammar Blueprint: Articles & Feminine Endings

1. The Definite Articles (Nominative Case)
In German, "the" translates to three different words depending on the noun's grammatical gender:

« der (Masculine) - e.qg., der Beruf, der Arzt
* die (Feminine) - e.qg., die Klinik, die Frau
 das (Neuter) - e.g., das Krankenhaus, das Auto

* die (Plural) - All plural nouns use die, regardless of their original gender.

2. Stating your Profession
Unlike English, you do not use an article when stating your job.

* English: 1 am a doctor.

* German: Ich bin Arzt. (I am doctor.) OR Ich arbeite als Arzt. (I work as doctor.)

3. Feminine Profession Endings
To make a male profession female, generally add -in to the end. Some core words also add an Umlaut.

» der Informatiker — die Informatikerin

« der Arzt - die Arztin




Mandatory Execution Exercises

Drill A: Fill in the Definite Article (der/die/das)

1. Krankenhaus
2._______ Chirurgin
3. Laptop

4 Beruf

Drill B: Structural Translations (English to German)
1. What is your profession? (Formal)

2.Iwork as a doctor in a hospital. (Literal: I work as doctor in a hospital.) Note: "in a" is 'in einem’, use this
for the translation.

3. She is an IT specialist.

4. Are you a surgeon? (Informal, addressing a male)

Drill Answer Key (Verification Module)

Drill A Solutions: (1) das | (2) die | (3) der | (4) der

Drill B Solutions:

1. Was sind Sie von Beruf?

2. Ich arbeite als Arzt in einem Krankenhaus. (OR: ...als Arztin in einem Krankenhaus.)
3. Sie ist Informatikerin.

4. Bist du Chirurg?
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